
                                                        PRESS RELEASE

The State of Illinois and Federal Government have declared a public health emergency as a
result of the pandemic coronavirus.  The circumstances change daily. There are calls by health
officials to slow down personal contacts and maintain social distancing.  However, with the
Governor’s proclamation to “shelter at home,” I am officially closing the following buildings by
means of public access until further notice:

Coles County Courthouse - 651 Jackson - Charleston
Coles County Animal Care Center - 6818 N Co Rd 1120E Charleston
Coles County Highway Department - 651 Jackson - Charleston
Coles County Coroner - 10500 State Highway 16 -  Mattoon

ESSENTIAL SERVICES WILL STILL BE SUPPORTED BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. 
ESSENTIAL SERVICES WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE ELECTED OFFICE
HOLDER OR DEPARTMENT HEAD.

Please contact the individual offices for essential services at the numbers below:
Coles County Board Office - 217-348-0595
Emergency Management Agency - 217-348-0581
County Treasurer - 217-348-0511
County Clerk - 217-348-0501
Supervisor of Assessments - 217-348-0508
Circuit Clerk - 217-348-0516
County Coroner - 217-234-2222

COLES COUNTY COURT OPERATIONS EFFECTIVE MARCH 23, 2020 UNTIL
FURTHER ORDER

The Coles County Courthouse will remain open for only limited emergency court-related activity
during the Governor’s mandatory stay at home order.  All non - emergency hearings currently
scheduled through April 7, 2020 are vacated and continued.  If you have any questions about your
hearing, you should contact your attorney, or if you are unrepresented, then call the Circuit
Clerk’s office at (217)348-0516.
If you believe you need an emergency hearing in your case, attorneys or non-represented parties
should call the Coles County Court Administrator’s office at (217)348-0538 and explain the basis
for the emergency.  The request will be immediately reviewed by a Judge and a determination
will be made as to the date and time of a hearing and the manner in which the hearing will be
conducted.



If you need to file any court related documents during this time period, you should do so by use of
the internet and the mandatory e-filing system.

The Coles County Judiciary remains committed to the efficient administration of justice during
these difficult times.

_______________________
Michael ZuHone
Coles County Board Chair


